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said to have been much grief in Sabzavar at these dreadful events ; the
death of Isma'il1 was particularly regretted as he was a handsome boy
and had made himself very popular with the people. The bodies of the
victims were then taken to Mashhad for burial.
Rida Quli appears to have been completely reassured by the death of
Tahmasp and his sons, and, being encouraged by the flatterers around him,
conceived the design of setting himself up as Shah. However, this bubble
was speedily pricked, for messengers suddenly arrived from Delhi with
news of Nadir's victories and the occupation of the Indian capital2
Muhammad Kazim states that Rida Quli, on hearing this news, repented
of his unseemly conduct, and that he, having given orders for the streets
and bazaars of Mashhad to be decorated and illuminated, spent several
days in feasting and enjoyment.8 The same authority further relates
that Fatima Sultan Begum, Rida Quli's wife, at first knew nothing of the
death of her brother and nephews. During the rejoicings she noticed
that her old nurse was weeping ; on questioning her as to the reason for
her tears, she learnt the truth. She was so grief-stricken that she took
her own life either by hanging herself or by poison which was contained
in one of her rings. When Rida Quli learnt of his wife's suicide, he was
overcome with grief and buried her by the side of her brother in the shrine
of the Imam Rida* ; a few days later, he went to Tehran, where he held
his Nau Ruz assembly* It therefore seems probable that the murder of
Tahmasp and his two sons took place towards the end of February,
*
Previous to the holding of the assembly, the prince, doubtless on receipt
of instructions from his father, issued a proclamation at Isfahan (and pro-
bably at every other place of importance)6 :
" whereby Every body is required to bring into the King's Mints all Silver Coins
that were formerly Current, such as abassees, mamoodies and nadirrees and to
receive in lieu of them rupees being of the same value with those he (Nadir) Stamped
in India and which are to pass for ten shahees Silver each/'
1 Tahmasp's son Isma'il is not to be confused with, the puppet Shah Isma'il III whom the
Bakhtiari chief 'All Mardan Khan raised to the throne some twelve years later. Isma'il III,
who was only eight years old when he was made Shah, was a great-grandson of Shah
Sultan Husain through the female line (see the Fars-Nama, p. 205).
a K.N,, p. 489.   It is astonishing that this news should have taken so long to reach Mashhad.
*Ibid., p, 490.
4 Ibid.t p. 492-495. Muhammad Kazim's account of the death of Fatima Begum seems more
likely to be true than the fantastic story told by Bratishchev (op. tit*> p. 468), namely,
that when she heard of her brother's murder, she reproached Rida Quli so vehemently that
he " cut short the stream of her words with his sword " (Bratishchev quotes what purports
to be the actual words, though they were uttered— if at all— in the privacy of the harem !).
*Tte first mention of the tragedy by the Gombroon Agent was in a letter to London dated
the 3rd/i4th June, 1740,
* Gwiroon £>i&y> 5th /i6th February, 1740 (on the authority of a letter from Joseph Hennet,
13be Company's "linguist" at Isfahan).

